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GENER AL INFO

Last Name	 Verwilghen – van Galen

First Name	 Gaby

Date of Birth	 September 27th, 1979

Place of Birth	 Oss (The Netherlands)

Nationality	 Dutch

Gender	 Female

Official Status 	 Married to Denis Verwilghen (Dipl ECVS)

	 One child

Home address	 Rue E. Tiyou 9

	 4400 Flemalle

	 Belgium

	 Mobile: + 32 (0) 495 936335

Office address	 Equine Clinic, Department of clinical sciences

	 Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Liege

	 Boulevard de Colonster 20 B41

	 4000 Liege

	 Belgium

	 Phone Office +32 (0)4 366 41 03

	 Fax Office +32 (0)4 366 41 08

Email address	 gvangalen@ulg.ac.be 

	 gabyvangalen@hotmail.com 

Languages 	 Dutch: mother tongue

	 English and French: fluently

	 German: basic

	 Ancient Greek and Latin: high school level

Software	 MS Office: Word, Excell, Powerpoint…

	 Endnote

	 Scientific research: Pubmed, ISI web of knowledge
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EDUC ATION

Ongoing PhD: planned graduation begin 2011

Title: “Epidemiological and pathophysiological study on atypical myopathy 

in grazing horses”

Promoter: Dr. D.M. Votion, DVM, PhD 

Review: Atypical myopathy: new insights into the pathophysiology, »»

prevention and management of the condition. van Galen G., Serteyn D., 

Amory H., Votion D.M. (2008). Equine Veterinary Education, 20, 5, 234-238.

European outbreak of atypical myopathy in the fall 2009. van Galen G., »»

Amory H., Busschers E., Cassart D., De Bruijn M., Gerber V., Keen J., 

Lefere L., Marcillaud Pitel C., Marr C., Müller J.-M.V., Pineau X., 

Saegerman C., Sandersen C., Serteyn D., Torfs S., Unger L., Verwilghen D., 

Votion D.-M. Accepted for publication in “Journal Veterinary Emergency and 

Critical Care”

Epidemiological study on atypical myopathy (2006–2009): double article, »»

submitted for publication to the EVJ

Fat analysis in muscle samples from horses affected with atypical myopathy. »»

In redaction

Review on treatment of atypical myopathy. In redaction»»

Acid-base derangements in atypical myopathy . In progress»»

Oxygraphie (»» HRR) in muscle samples from horses affected with atypical 

myopathy. In progress

Diplomate of the European College of Equine Internal Medicine (ECEIM)

Residency at Liege University 2005–2009»»

Program supervisor: Prof. H. Amory»»

Passed examination in January 2009»»

University Degrees

DES: Specialist degree in equine internal medicine (»» DES)

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Liege: 2005–2008, promoter Prof. H. Amory»»

MSC: Master of Science (DEA ScV) »»

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Liege: 2006–2008. »»

“Epidemiological and pathophysiological study on atypical myopathy in »»

grazing horses”, promoter Dr. D.M. Votion 

Winner of the Thomas Lermusiaux price for best MSc dissertation 2008»»

DVM: Faculty of Veterinary Medicine University of Ghent: 1997–2003»»

Graduated on the 4th of July 2003 with Honours, with equine clinical option.››

Final Thesis ‘Polyneuritis equi’ nominated for the price of best thesis in the ››

category “The Equine Research and Welfare Fund”
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Internship: August 2003 to Octobre 2004

Equine clinic  “Veterinary Centre Someren”, Someren, The Netherlands.

Under supervision of:

Prof. Dr. K.J. Dik (Diplomate »» ECVDI)

Drs. C.L.L. Dujardin (Diplomate »» ECVA)

Drs. E. Enzerink (Diplomate »» ECVS)

Externships

Neurology of large animals, Dr. J. Mayhew & Dr. C. Hahn,  »»

University of Edinburgh, UK, 08 till 19/05/2006

Neonatology & intensive care, Dr. J. Palmer, New Bolton Centre, »»

Philadelphia, USA, 10 till 24/04/2006

Pathology and clinical pathology, University of Ghent, Belgium,  »»

30/05 till 10/06/2005

Equine hospital, Department Equine Internal Medicine University of Liege, »»

November 2004.

Equine hospital “Philip Leverhulme Hospital”, University Liverpool, »»

Leahurst, UK, 26/10 till 02/11/2004.

Equine hospital “Easter Bush Veterinary Centre”, University Edinburgh, »»

Scotland, 5-10 till 13/10/2004.

Equine hospital “Visdonk”, The Netherlands, several weekends, 2004.»»

Equine hospital “Tower Equine Hospital”, Ireland, several weeks,  »»

2003 & 2004.

Equine hospital “De Morette”, Belgium, 1 week, 2003.»»

Equine hospital “Equinia”, Belgium, 2 weeks, 2002 & 2003.»»

Equine hospital “De Hoge Wijst”, The Netherlands, 2 weeks, 1999.»»

Veterinary practice Berghem, The Netherlands, several days and weekends »»

during study.

Continuing education courses

Amongst others:

BEVA»»  congress: 2006, 2007

ECEIM»»  congress and residence meetings: 2006, 2007, 2008

EVECCS»»  congress: 2009 and 2010

Hematology and biochemistry in the Horse, Dr. A. Benamou, 2006»»

Rossdales and partners Foal care course, 2008»»

Echocardiography course, Dr. V. Reef, 2008»»
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WORK E XPERIENCE

Veterinary

Since January 2009 – present: Assistant professor at the Equine Veterinary »»

Clinic of the Veterinary College of Liege, Belgium

January 2005 – January 2009: Full time Equine Vet and resident »» ECEIM 

at the Equine Department of the Veterinary College of Liege, Belgium. 

Rota between daily care of hospitalised patients and consultations.

August 2003 – October 2004: Internship at Equine clinic “Veterinary Centre »»

Someren”, Someren, The Netherlands.

Other veterinary activities/memberships

Active member of the Atypical Myopathy Alert Group (»» AMAG), 2006 – present. 

www.myopathyatypique.be 

Member of the »» BEVA (British Equine Veterinary Society), 2006 – present.

Member of the European Veterinarian Emergency and Critical Care Society, »»

2008 – present.

Member of the scientific committee of the Belgian Annual veterinary »»

Congress Hippos & Canifelis: 2007 – present. www.hipposcongress.eu 

www.canifeliscongres.eu 

Member of the scientific committee of the 5th congress European Equine »»

Health and Nutrition Congress, 2011 www.equine-congress.com 

Member of the biosecurity workgroup of the Veterinary College of Liege »»

Belgium: 2008 – 2010. 

Author of the equine chapter and co-author of the ››

general chapter of the faculty biosecurity manual: 

http://www2.ulg.ac.be/fmv/actualites/Biosecurity_Manual_Final_6Jan10.pdf 

Author of the equine students course on biosecurity ››
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TE ACHING AC TIVITIES

Teaching

2010 – 2011: course on equine biosecurity for students»»

2009 – present: Clinical training internal medicine residents »»

2005 – present: Clinical training equine interns »»

2005 – present: Clinical teaching 5»» th and 6th year veterinary medicine students

Supervision / promoter project

2007 – 2008: Dr. A. Leroux (»» DEC/ intern project final dissertation) 

“Rectal biopsies in the horse: Technique, complications, and diagnostic value »»

of its histopathology”

2008 – 2009: Dr. M. Lacotte (»» DEC/ intern project final dissertation) 

“Preliminary study on a diagnostic test of an infection with »» Clostridium difficile 

in the horse”

2009 – 2010: Dr. S. Cerri (»» DEC/ intern project final dissertation) 

“Acid-base derangements in emergency admissions in the horse”»»

2009 – 2010: Dr. M. Frizot (»» DEC/ intern project final dissertation) 

“Retrospective study on respiratory pathologies in the foal”»»

Post Graduate Teaching/CPD courses

Equine Biosecurity course, as part of the course on “Infectiology and »»

epidemiology of emergent diseases”, University Liege, Belgium, 16/11/2010

Post graduate teaching Lisbon, Portugal, 27 and 28/09/2008»»

Weight loss››

Myopathy››

Haemolymphatic disorders››

Fever of unknown origin››

Tetanus in the horse. Presentation for the »» AVEF junior Liege, Liege, 

11/03/2008

Gastric ulcers: a practical guide. Presentation for the »» AVEF junior Liege, 

Liege, 11/03/2008
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PRESENTATIONS 

Scientific congresses and symposia	

On invitation 

Votion D., »» van Galen G. (2009, November 28). Comment confirmer et gérer les 

myopathies? (How to confirm and handle myopathies?). Paper presented at 

BEPS, Louvain, Belgium.

van Galen, G.»» , Serteyn, D., Marcillaud Pitel, C., Guix, E., Caudron, I., 

Lejeune, J.-P., Vander Heyden, L. & Votion, D. (2008, October 10). Conduite 

à tenir face a un cas de myopathie atypique du cheval au pré. (What to do with a case of 

atypical myopathy). Paper presented at AVEF, Reims, France.

van Galen, G.»»  & Votion, D. (2008, October 10). Le diagnostic différentiel des 

troubles musculaires. (The differential diagnosis of muscular pathologies). 

Paper presented at AVEF, Reims, France.

Marcillaud Pitel C., »» van Galen G., Guix E., Votion D.M. (2008, October 10). 

Recrudescence de la myopathie atypique du cheval au pré en Europe. (Recrudescence of 

atypical myopathy in Europe). Paper presented at AVEF, Reims, France.

Votion D.M., »» van Galen G., Deby-Dupont G., Ceusters J., de la Rebiere de 

Pouyade G., Franck T., S. Kohnen S., Mouithys-Mickalad A., Caudron I., 

Lejeune J.P., Vander Heyden L., Serteyn D. (2008, October 10). Les nouveaux 

outils d’investigation des myopathies « typiques » et atypique. (New investigation 

methods of typical and atypical myopathies). Paper presented at AVEF, Reims, 

France.

van Galen, G.»»  & Amory, H. (2007, April 28). Tetanus in the horse. Paper presented 

at Voorjaarsdagen, Amsterdam, NL. 

On a personal proposal: poster presentations

Leroux A., Sandersen C., Borde L., »» van Galen G., Verleyen V., Delguste C., 

Amory H. (2010, September) A retrospective study of Doppler echocardiographic findings in 

horses referred in a Belgian equine clinic. Poster presented at BEVA, Birmingham, UK.

van Galen G.»» , Saegerman C., Atypical Myopathy Alert Group, Votion D-M. 

(June 17-20th 2010). Atypical myopathy in Europe: 2006–2009. Poster presented at 

EVECCS congress, Cambridge UK.

van Galen, G.»» , Votion, D. & Atypical Myopathy Alert Group. (2009, 

January 28). Epidemiological study on European cases of atypical myopathy. 

Poster presented at ECEIM congress, Barcelona, Spain. 

Leroux, A., Cassart, D., Amory, H. & »» van Galen, G. (2009, January 10). 

Histopathological evaluation of rectal biopsies taken with a uterine biopsy claw in horses. 

Poster presented at Hippos, Liege, Belgium.

Leroux, A., Amory, H. & »» van Galen, G. (2008, October 09). Résultats préliminaires 

d’une étude sur les biopsies rectales prélevées avec une pince à biopsie utérine. (Preliminary 

results of a study on rectal biopsies sampled with a uterine biopsy claw) 

Poster presented at AVEF, Reims, France.

Barbry, S., Verwilghen, D., »» van Galen, G., Busoni, V., Sandersen, C., 

Grauwels, M., Grulke, S. & Serteyn, D. (2008, October). Evaluation of sedation 

depth and quality of performed procedures following administration of α2-agonists combined 

or not with butorphanol in horses. Poster presented at AVA Autumn Meeting, 

Barcelona, Spain.
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van Galen, G.»» , Sandersen, C., Bolen, G., Verwilghen, D., Vincent, M.F. & 

Amory, H. (2008, January). A case of persistent hyperammonemia possibly due to a urea 

cycle enzyme deficiency. Poster presented at WEVA congress, Moscow, Russia.

van Galen,»»  G., Delguste, C., Verwilghen, D. & Amory, H. (2007, January). 

Cleft Palate (CP): not only a diagnosis in foals. Poster presented at Hippos Congress, 

Liege, Belgium.

Verwilghen, D., »» van Galen, G., Peters, F., De Busscher, V., Salciccia, A., 

Cassart, D., Serteyn, D. & Grulke, S. (2006, October). Meckel’s Diverticulum as a 

cause of colic: 2 cases with different expression of the same developmental disorder. Poster 

presented at AVEF, Versailles, France.

van Galen, G.»» , Lopez, D., Sandersen, C., Verwilghen, D., Busoni, V., 

Cassart, D., Linden, A., Fortier, G. & Amory, H. (2006, August). A case 

of periarticular abcess and suppurative arthritis of the atlanto-occipital joint. Poster 

presented at ESPOM Equine Sports Medicine Congress, Aachen, Germany.

Verwilghen, D., »» van Galen, G., Peters, F., Cassart, D., Grulke, S. & 

Serteyn, D. (2006, August). A non-traumatic case of intracranial haemorrhage in a 

horse. Poster presented at ESPOM Equine Sports Medicine Congress, Aachen, 

Germany.

Delguste C., Sandersen C., »» van Galen G., Amory H. (2006, August). 

Equine motor neuron disease in Belgium: a retrospective study. Poster presented at ESPOM 

Equine Sports Medicine Congress, Aachen, Germany.

On a personal proposal: free communications 

Haidar A., Sandersen C., Van Erck E., »» van Galen G., Borde L., Farnir F., 

Amory H. (2009, January 28). Effect of breed on Doppler echocardiographic 

measurements in equids. Paper presented at ECEIM congress, Barcelona, Spain.

van Galen, G.»» , Amory, H., Cehak, A., Müller, J., Haubold, A., Stuyven, E., 

Cox, E., Baumgartner, W. & Ducatelle, R. (2008, September 11). The T-cell 

population in lesions of polyneuritis equi. Paper presented at BEVA, Liverpool, UK.

Verwilghen, D., Ponthier, J., »» van Galen, G., Salciccia, A., Amory, H., 

Serteyn, D. & Grulke, S. (2008, January). The use of radial ESWT in the treatment of 

urethral urolithiasis in the horse. Paper presented at WEVA, Moscow, Russia.

de Araújo Pequito, M.M., Sandersen C., Delguste C., »» van Galen G., 

Ponthier J., Amory H.(2007, September 13). Five cases of acute interstitial pneumonia 

in adult equids. Paper presented at BEVA, Edinburgh, UK.

van Galen, G.»» , Sandersen, C., Delguste, C., Ponthier, J., Verwilghen, D., 

Amory, H., Cassart, D. & Ducatelle, R. (2007, February 02). The composition of 

the inflammatory infiltrate in 3 cases of polyneuritis equi.  

Paper presented at congress ECEIM, Dublin, UK.

Votion, D., Delguste, C., Amory, H., »» van Galen, G., Serteyn, D. & 

Saegerman, C. (2007). Prévenir la myopathie atypique du cheval au pré par la gestion 

raisonnée des pâtures et des chevaux établie sur base de l’identification des facteurs de risques 

de la maladie. Paper presented at 33ème Journée de la Recherche Equine (Actes de 

colloque, pp. 8). Le Pin au Haras, France: Les Haras nationaux – Librairie.
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van Galen, G.»» , Delguste, C., Sandersen, C., Ponthier, J., Verwilghen, D. & 

Amory, H. (2006, September 14). Tetanus in the horse: a review of 31 cases. Paper 

presented at BEVA congress, Birmingham, United Kingdom.

Votion, D., Linden, A., Thiry, E., »» van Galen, G., Serteyn, D., Delguste, C., 

Amory, H. & Saegerman, C. (2006, September 14). Risk factors associated with 

atypical myopathy in grazing horses. Paper presented at BEVA, Birmingham, UK.

Sandersen C., Detilleux J., Art T., Delguste C., »» van Galen G., Amory H. (2006, 

September 14). Cardiac pumping reserve measured in healthy horses using a dobutamine 

stress test. Paper presented at BEVA, Birmingham, UK.
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Publications

Articles in peer reviewed academic journals

As first or last author

van Galen G.»» , AMAG, Votion D-M. (2010) European outbreaks of atypical 

myopathy in grazing horses (2006–2009): spatiotemporal distribution, 

history and clinical features (Part I). Submitted for publication to Equine 

Veterinary Journal. 

van Galen G.»» , AMAG, Votion D-M. (2010) European outbreaks of atypical 

myopathy in grazing horses (2006–2009): determination of indicators of risk 

and prognostic factors (Part II). Submitted for publication to Equine Veterinary 

Journal.

van Galen G.»» , Amory H., Busschers E., Cassart D., De Bruijn M., Gerber V., 

Keen J., Lefere L., Marcillaud Pitel C., Marr C., Müller J.-M.V., Pineau X., 

Saegerman C., Sandersen C., Serteyn D., Torfs S., Unger L., Verwilghen D., 

Votion D.-M. (2010). European outbreak of atypical myopathy in the fall 2009. 

Accepted for publication in Journal Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care. 

van Galen G.»» , Bolen G., Verwilghen D., Etienne A.L., Rabba S., Grulke S., 

Billen F., Snaps F. (2010). Imaging diagnosis: CT features of choanal atresia 

in a Friesian foal. Journal of Equine Veterinary Science, In press.

van Galen G. »» (2010). Les urgences respiratoires chez le poulain (Respiratory 

emergencies in the foal). Pratique Vétérinaire Equine, 42 (165), 39-47.

van Galen, G.»» , Busoni, V., Sandersen, C., Verwilghen, D., Cassart, D. & 

Amory, H. (2009). A case of a periarticular abscess and suppurative arthritis 

of the atlanto-occipital joint. Equine Veterinary Education, 21(7), 340-343.

van Galen, G.»» , Cassart, D., Sandersen, C., Delguste, C., Nollet, H., 

Amory, H. & Ducatelle, R. (2008). The Composition of the Inflammatory 

Infiltrate in Three Cases of Polyneuritis Equi. Equine Veterinary Journal, 40(2), 

185-8.

van Galen, G.»» , Delguste, C., Sandersen, C., Verwilghen, D., Grulke, S. & 

Amory, H. (2008). Tetanus in the equine species: a retrospective study of 

31 cases. Tijdschrift voor Diergeneeskunde, 133(12), 512-7.

van Galen, G.»» , Serteyn, D., Amory, H. & Votion, D. (2008). Atypical 

myopathy: new insights into the pathophysiology, prevention and 

management of the condition. Equine Veterinary Education, 20(5), 234-238.

van Galen, G.»» , Serteyn, D., Amory, H. & Votion, D. (2008). Approche 

diagnostique des myopathies chez le cheval (Diagnostic approach of 

myopathies in the horse). Le nouveau Praticien vétérinaire équine, Hors-série Les troubles 

de la démarché chez les équidés, 15, 25-31.

van Galen, G.»» , Verwilghen, D. & Van Erck, E. (2006). La Gourme: 

épidémiologie, pathogénèse, clinique, traitement et prevention (Strangles: 

epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical signs, treatment and prevention). 

Pratique Vétérinaire Equine, 38(150), 1-5.

van Galen,»»  G. & Amory, H. (2005). Les affections cardio-respiratoires les 

plus fréquentes chez le cheval agé (The most important cardio-respiratory 

pathologies in the geriatric horse). Le nouveau praticien vétérinaire équine, 184, 

31-35.
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As co-author

Verwilghen, D., »» van Galen, G., Busoni, V., Cassart, D., Salciccia, A., 

Serteyn, D. & Grulke, S. (2010). Meckel’s diverticulum as a cause of colic: 

2 cases with different morphological features. Tijdschrift voor Diergeneeskunde, 

135(11), 452-455.

Verwilghen, D., Gabriel, A., Busoni, V., »» van Galen, G., Grulke, S. & 

Serteyn, D. (2009). Les tendinopathies et desmopathies de la région 

métacarpienne et -tarsienne: une revue des thérapies actuelles. 

Première partie: la structure, les lésions du tendon et le diagnostic.  

Annales de Médecine Vétérinaire, 3(153), 145-155.

Votion, D., »» van Galen, G., Caudron, I. & Serteyn, D. (2009). Gestion médicale 

des myopathies: les premiers gestes. Pratique Vétérinaire Equine, 41(numéro 

special), 119-126.

Verwilghen, D., Vander Heyden, L., Franck, T., Busoni, V., Enzerink, E., »»

Gangl, M., Lejeune, J.-P., van Galen, G., Grulke, S. & Serteyn, D. (2009). 

Variations of plasmatic concentrations of Insulin-like Growth Factor-I in 

post-pubescent horses affected with developmental osteochondral lesions. 

Veterinary Research Communications.

Votion, D., Linden, A., Delguste, C., Amory, H., Thiry, E., Engels, P., »»

van Galen, G., Navet, R., Sluse, F., Serteyn, D. & Saegerman, C. (2009). 

Atypical Myopathy In Grazing Horses: A First Exploratory Data Analysis. 

Veterinary Journal, 180(1).

Porter S., Saegerman C., »» van Galen G., Sandersen C., Delguste C., Guyot H., 

Amory H. (2008). Vegetative endocarditis in the horse: retrospective study. 

Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine 22, 1411-1416.

Verwilghen, D., »» van Galen, G., Vander Heyden, L., Busoni, V., Salciccia, A., 

Balligand, M., Serteyn, D. & Grulke, S. (2008). Mandibular osteodistraction 

for correction of deep bite class II malocclusion in a horse. Veterinary Surgery: 

The Official Journal of the American College of Veterinary Surgeons, 37(6), 571-579.

Verwilghen, D., Ponthier, J., »» van Galen, G., Salciccia, A., Sandersen, C., 

Serteyn, D. & Grulke, S. (2008). The use of radial extracorporeal shockwave 

therapy in the treatment of urethral urolithiasis in the horse: a preliminary 

study. Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine, 22(6), 1449-51.

Votion, D., Linden, A., Saegerman, C., Engels, P., Erpicum, M., Thiry, E., »»

Delguste, C., Rouxhet, S., Demoulin, V., Navet, R., Sluse, F., Serteyn, D., 

van Galen, G. & Amory, H. (2007). History and clinical features of atypical 

myopathy in horses in Belgium (2000–2005). Journal of Veterinary Internal Medicine, 

21(6, Nov-Dec), 1380-1391.

Non peer reviewed articles in academic journals

Votion, D., »» van Galen, G. & Marr, C.M. (2009). Equine atypical myopathy. 

Letter to the editor. Veterinary Record: Journal of the British Veterinary Association, 165, 

605.
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Second cycle dissertations (licence, DES, MSC)

van Galen G. »» (2008). Epidemiological and pathophysiological study on 

atypical myopathy in grazing horses. Unpublished DEA/MSC thesis, Liege, 

Belgium: University of Liege. Dr. D.M. Votion (Promoter).

van Galen G.»»  (2008). Epidemiological study on atypical myopathy in grazing 

horses. Unpublished DES thesis, Liege, Belgium: University of Liege. 

H. Amory (Promoter).

van Galen G.»»  (2003). Polyneuritis equi. Unpublished 

master thesis, University Ghent. Nollet H. (Promoter). 

http://lib.ugent.be/fulltxt/RUG01/000/771/007/RUG01-000771007_2010_0001_AC.pdf 

Lay conferences and other literature

Newsletter for Intervet on the product Vetalgine® (metamizole-dipyrone) »»

Scientific brochures for the veterinary products of »» VIP Cavalor

Conferences for the veterinary representatives of Janssen Animal Health »»

Benelux.

“The digestive system of the Horse” 10/05/2005››

“The respiratory system of the Horse” 9/09/2005››

“Inflammation and ›› NSAID’s” 14/02/2006

“The locomotory system” 10/10/2006››
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Awards

Master of Science (DEA ScV) Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of Liege:  »»

2006–2008. “Epidemiological and pathophysiological study on atypical 

myopathy in grazing horses”, promoter Dr. D.M. Votion 

Price of Thomas Lermusiaux, University of Liege 2009 ››

van Galen, G., Delguste, C., Sandersen, C., Ponthier, J., Verwilghen, D.  »»

& Amory, H. (2006, September 14). Tetanus in the horse: a review of 31 cases. 

Paper presented at BEVA congress, Birmingham, United Kingdom.

Price for best free communication presented at ›› BEVA 2006

Master thesis ‘Polyneuritis equi’ 2003»»

Nominated for the price of best thesis in the category “The Equine Research ››

and Welfare Fund”

¶


